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Where support is more than just money

Meera Srinivasan

Vazhai offers time, attention and guidance to first generation learners

— PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

HELPING HAND: Vazhai’s members with the children they work
with, at a field activity.

CHENNAI: “I want to become a police officer when I grow up,” R. Arjunan

says with conviction. The Class X student going to the government school

at Chinnavathalapuram, Dharmapuri, is eager to give his best this year

and score high in the public examination.

Arjunan is one of the students whom Vazhai, a city-based

non-governmental organisation, has identified to offer support. And

according to them, support means much more than monetary assistance

or support in kind. D. Bharathirajan, secretary of the NGO says: “There are

many generous people who donate large sums regularly. But we think

giving time and attention to students is equally important.”

As many as 15 youngsters from various fields came together three years

ago and formed Vazhai. All of them are first generation learners now

holding noted positions in different organisations. They felt the need to do

their bit for first generation learners, particularly in rural areas. And thus

began Vazhai’s journey.

The NGO, now with 60 members and 50 student beneficiaries, decided to

work with educationally backward districts and started work at

Dharmapuri. Members identified first generation learners, visited their

homes and chose children who needed attention very badly.

“Our mentors start working with a child in Class VIII and continue giving

support till they are in Class X,” Mr. Bharathirajan says. And this support

essentially means time, attention and guidance.

Mentors set aside 10 days in a year for these children. They organise four

two-day workshops covering a range of academic and non-academic

exercises. The mentors continue following up through letters and over the

telephone.

Being cared for

All the children come from very modest backgrounds. Arjunan’s parents,

for instance, are daily wage labourers. Thanigaivel, Arjunan’s mentor,

means a lot to him. “I tell Thanigai anna everything from my homework to

what I play … everything,” Arjunan says.

And it is this feeling of being cared for that seems to have worked. The

first batch of students that Vazhai started working with emerged
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successful in their S.S.L.C. examinations, with a majority securing first

class and a few scoring over 400.

With experienced educationists, activists and psychologists on its panel,

the NGO trains mentors before they start interacting with children.

Knowledge of Tamil and willingness to dedicate some time is all that a

mentor requires, members say.

For further details, visit www.vazhai.org or call 98847 07546.

Printer friendly page  

Send this article to Friends by E-Mail

Tamil Nadu

News: ePaper | Front Page | National | Tamil Nadu | Andhra Pradesh |

Karnataka | Kerala | New Delhi | Other States | International | Business |

Sport | Miscellaneous | Engagements |

Advts: Retail Plus | Classifieds | Jobs | Obituary | Updates: Breaking News

|

Datewise

Features:

Magazine

Literary Review

Metro Plus

Open Page

Education Plus

Book Review

Business

SciTech

NXg

Friday Review

Cinema Plus

Young World

Property Plus

Quest

The Hindu Group: Home | About Us | Copyright | Archives | Contacts | Subscription

Group Sites: The Hindu | The Hindu ePaper | Business Line | Business Line ePaper | Sportstar | Frontline | Publications | eBooks |

Images | Home |

Copyright © 2008, The Hindu. Republication or redissemination of the contents of this screen are expressly prohibited without the

written consent of The Hindu

 ICICI-HomeLoans.com Feedback - Ads by Google 

The Hindu : Tamil Nadu / Chennai News : Where support is more than j... http://www.thehindu.com/2008/07/06/stories/2008070658250200.htm

2 of 2 7/23/2009 11:30 AM


